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Darrell Darnell, one of the founding fathers of the Center for Homeland
Defense and Security (CHDS), has accepted a position in the Obama
administration.
Darnell has been appointed to a post on the White House National
Security Staff in the newly created Office on Resilience and began work
there Oct. 26.
In taking the job, he leaves his post as director of the Washington, D.C,
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency, where had
worked since March 2007.
The Obama administration earlier this year announced the formation of
a National Security Staff to support the White House’s policymaking
activities in regard to homeland security matters.
" The establishment of the new National Security Staff, under the
direction of the National Security Advisor, will end the artificial divide between White House staff who have been
dealing with national security and homeland security issues," Obama said in a written statement in May.
Darnell is credited with being one of the early champions of establishing CHDS. He worked in the Department of
Justice at the time the term " homeland security" was just entering the nation’s lexicon.
" The challenge was that our idea was so unique [no other institution was focusing solely on homeland security
education] that not many people thought it was worth doing and the emphasis at the time, coming on the heels of
9/11, was on equipping first responders and hardening potential targets," he said during an interview last May with
CHDS. " Not much thought was being given to the long-term strategic issues surrounding homeland security with
respect to state and local officials that CHDS facilitates."
Darnell has a long track record of homeland security-related positions. Those experiences will help him be
successful in this new position, said CHDS Executive Director Glen Woodbury.
" Mr. Darnell has years of expertise in interagency planning, leadership in complex environments and homeland
security operations that will serve the president’s National Security Staff very well," Woodbury said. " He has a
wealth of experience on both the federal and municipal level that uniquely positions him to provide great service to
the administration and our country. As one of our Center’s founders, Mr. Darnell provided exceptional vision, passion
and guidance that set the stage for our success."
Darnell took the helm of the District of Columbia’s Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency after
working as director of the Urban Areas and Exercise Programs at IEM, a Louisiana-based private consulting firm. He
worked for the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security, where he served as director of the
Preparedness Division for the Headquarters Operational Integration Staff. In that post, he oversaw interagency
planning, of national exercise and preparedness assessment programs. He also worked with the Office of State and
Local Government Coordination and Preparedness where he oversaw the development and implementation of anti-
terrorism and counter-terrorism preparedness programs in the nation’s urban areas.
Prior to those positions, he was a special assistant to the director in the Office of Community Oriented Policing
Services and a grant monitoring specialist at the U.S. Department of Justice.
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